Introduction
Infection of man by Rhinosporidium seeberi (Wernicke, 1903) is uncommon when the world as a whole is surveyed, but the fact that the authors saw over sixty cases in the districts of Raipur and Drug, Chhattisgarh division, Central Provinces, India, during the eighteen months in which they were on the lookout f?r this condition shows that in some places it may be of local importance. Knowles (1928) , the condition is probably much more common in India than is generally supposed and it is often missed.
Textbooks of tropical medicine and surgery, when they mention the condition at all, dismiss the treatment in a few lines and recommend the removal of the polypi from the nose by means of a snare. As has been pointed out by Wright (1922a) (Ashworth and Turner, 1923) and of Cherian's case (1929) Wright (1907 (1919) found rhinosporidium in a nasal polypus in Ceylon. Tirumurti (1914) published a summary of the Indian cases and Kirkpatrick (1916) from Madras recorded infection of the lacrimal sac.
The first European case in Lombardy was described by Denti (1925) and Orlandi (in Virchow, 1926) but the reports were not pub- lished until 1925 and 1926. On 6th November, 1922 , Ashworth (1923 read his classical monograph, in which he traced the history of rhinosporidium, gave an account of its structure and life history, geographical distribution, inoculation and cultural experiments and described the histology of the polypus. He came to the conclusion that it was not a sporozoon but belonged to the Phycomycetes, sub-order Chytridincce, and provisionally placed it near the Olpidiacece. He also established its proper name, when occurring in man, as Rhinosporidium seebcri (Wernicke, 1903) and gave an amended systematic diagnosis. Finally he added a note on the work of Frey and Hartmann in connection with Rhinosporidium equi (Hartmann, 1922 ).
Forsyth (1924 and 1933) placed on record the first case of skin infection and Tirumurti (1924) reported the first female case, whose history however went back to 1904.
Parodi (1926) drew attention to the occurrence of rhinosporidium in Paraguay. Cordero and Vogelsang (1928) found the infection in a horse in Uruguay and Cherian and Vasudevan (1929) found a female in India with a growth on the fauces and a polypus in the pharynx.
Ayyar (1925 and 1928) recorded rhinosporidial tumours in the nostrils of cattle in India and in 1932 extended his observations to equines. Orosa (1929) and Manalang (1929) Although India would appear to be the country where the infection in man is most common, judging from the published records of cases and from the fact that Noronha has told the authors that he has examined over forty specimens from unpublished cases, other cases have been reported from the U. S. A., the Argentine and Ceylon. It is rather surprising that no cases have been recorded from Africa [July, 1936 outside the Union, from Siam, from Indo-China, China itself or the East India Islands. The case recorded from Malaya by Fraser (1915) was probably contracted in India. Zschokke (1913) mentions that he thinks he recollects seeing the parasite in a section made from a conjunctival growth, which had been removed from a Japanese, and which was demonstrated in Zurich in 1908. Name and classification oj the parasite The first description of the parasite now known as Rhinosporidium was published by Seeber (1900) but he failed to name it. Belou (1903) gave a short notice on the parasite under the name Coccidium seebcri. Minchin and Fantham (1905) unaware of the abovementioned works called the organism Rhinosporidium kinealyi. Ashworth (1923) has given his reasons for considering the parasites from the Argentine, from India and from the U. S. A. conspecific and so in his words ' As Rhinosporidium kinealyi (Minchin and Fantham, 1905) is identical with Coccidium seebcri (Wernicke, 1903) (Wernicke, 1903) '.
Zschokke (in Hartmann, 1922) has named the very similar organism which causes growths in the nostrils of equines, Rhinosporidium equi. Ayyar (1928) has described the growths produced in the nostrils of cattle in India by a similar or identical parasite. Whether this is the same species or another species, which should be called Rhinosporidium ayyari, is still undecided for the authors are unaware of any authoritative publication on the subject. Ashworth (1923) Cordero and Vogelsang (1928) and in India by Ayyar (1932) . In the noses of mules in South Africa by Quinlan and de Kock (1927) , and in the noses of cattle in India by Ayyar, the only female found infected was a cow. (Allen, 1935) and Orlandi (1926) 
